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Dear Mr Chudy, 

I would like to express my appreciation for the swift and determined actions taken by the 

Slovak Republic in response to the recent detection of foot-and-mouth disease (FMD). 

The excellent work of the Competent Authority needs to be acknowledged for its 

immediate and effective implementation of the recommendations provided by the EU 

Veterinary Emergency Team (EUVET), particularly the rapid translation of guidance into 

operational measures on the ground. The fast deployment of emergency suppressive 

vaccination was instrumental in containing the situation and demonstrates Slovakia’s 

preparedness and capacity to act decisively in response to this major FMD crisis. 

The very proactive approach taken by the Slovak Republic is also noted with appreciation. 

The proportionate and effective use of pre-emptive culling, applied further to risk 

assessment with due consideration of epidemiological risk factors such as distances, 

contacts, and other possible transmission pathways, has been carried out in line with EU 

legislation and the recommendations of the EUVET experts. These proactive measures 

have significantly contributed to reducing the risk of further virus spread and reflect a 

strong commitment to protecting both national and Union-wide animal health. 

Slovakia’s transparency throughout the management of this FMD event is also positively 

noted, including the timely sharing of epidemiological data and operational updates. 

Furthermore, the successful activation of the Union Civil Protection Mechanism provided 

valuable logistical support and facilitated rapid coordination during the critical early stages 

of the response. 

The Commission remains available to provide continued support and expertise as needed. 

We also take this opportunity to remind you that, depending on how the situation evolves 

and based on further risk assessment on your side, there remains the possibility to adapt 

vaccination strategies, including the option of implementing emergency protective 

vaccination in the relevant affected zones, should such measures be warranted. As you 



 

 

know, the EU antigen bank has already been activated and sufficient vaccine doses, for use 

in both bovines and pigs, are available and can be shipped to the Slovak Republic 

immediately upon request.  

We acknowledge the work done on-the-spot and my team remains committed to support 

your services . 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Bernard Van Goethem 

c.c.: F. Reviriego Gordejo, B. Logar, M. Klemm, F. Berlingieri (SANTE).    

[e-signed] 
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